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2018 WINTER NEWSLETTER

GREETINGS FROM THE 
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Happy Holidays! Growing up, this was always my favorite time 
of the year. The holiday break from school, the anticipation of 
receiving Christmas gifts, and the excitement of turning one year 
older on New Year's Day. It is still my favorite season but now 
for different reasons. December is a time when I reflect on all of 
the GOOD things that I have experienced throughout the year 
and begin to create my plan for the year to come. 2018 has been 
good to me and to Fertile Ground. We have two graduates who 
are successfully completing their first semester of college, we 
increased our membership, and received several community 
grants. Some say that when you do good deeds, it is returned to 
you. Fertile Ground is grateful for all of the good that we have 
received this year and look forward to continuing to prosper in 
2019. 

As the holidays draw near, I hope that you celebrate every day like a holiday, and that the 
New Year brings you good health, inspiration, and a mission to do as many small acts of 
kindness as you can squeeze in each day. Your acts of kindness are easy gifts to give, 
then watch as the goodness flows back to you! ~Sandy

Name: Mariah Lewis   
Classification: 11th grade 
Hobbies/Interests:
Best Buddies Club (where we spend time with students at school 
who have special needs), Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Future 
Georgia Educators, Student Council (House of Representatives), 
Freshman Mentoring, and Track and Field
Career Aspiration: 2nd grade teacher 

Why did you choose to be a member of Fertile Ground?
I really like the idea of having a group of just girls to hang out with 
and do cool activities. It also helps me with talking to different 
people and making new friendships.

What do you love about your Fertile Ground experience?
I love the cool things that we are exposed to each month. I also 
love that we do amazing activities that I normally wouldn’t do with 
family and friends.

What would you tell a young lady wanting to join Fertile 
Ground? I would tell her that if she is looking for a new start, a 
new friendship, a mentor with experience then she needs to join 
Fertile Ground!



CHEERS & RECOGNITIONS  

Fertile Ground is excited to welcome five new members to its board of directors. This team of 
dynamic professionals is committed in service as we continue to nurture and empower young 
women, maintain award-winning programming, and give back to our community. Meet our new 
board members!

Name: Tiffany Burgess
Profession: Public Health Professional, Author, and Screenwriter
Why are you excited about Fertile Ground? I thoroughly enjoy 
working with children and adolescents. I’m excited and honored to bring 
my public health and writing experience to Fertile Ground.

Name: L. Gregory Dorsey
Profession: Founder and CEO, Author, and Speaker
Why are you excited about Fertile Ground? My love and passion to 
see people become their better self is the reason why Fertile Ground is 
such a perfect fit. Empowering, engaging and encouraging young 
women to reach their fullest potential creates stronger families, 
communities and inevitably the world! #RippleEffect

Name: Alisha Fleming
Profession: Litigation Paralegal
Why are you excited about Fertile Ground? New people and new 
ideas. This gives me an opportunity to learn and grow while serving a 
cause greater than myself.

Name: Ashley Francis Sr.
Profession: Tax and Financial Planning Professional
Why are you excited about Fertile Ground? I’m excited about the 
opportunity to support the organization in maintaining and growing its 
financial stability. This program is making a great impact and we must 
continue to invest in it. 

Name: Stephanie Mapp
Profession: Manager, Benefits/Total Rewards
Why are you excited about Fertile Ground? My personal manifesto 
includes putting God first, and living life to the fullest. As a new 
member of the esteemed Fertile Ground Board of Directors, I look 
forward to serving our mentees, as they too live their lives to the fullest, 
while developing into strong and confident young women.



EVENT /ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS

Fertile Ground is proud to offer young women experiences that can impact them for many years to 
come. Check out these event photo highlights! 

Events: Christmas with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, Local Impact at the Atlanta Community 
Foodbank, It’s a Family Affair Spaghetti Dinner and Fundraiser, Lights-Camera-Action at Tyler Perry 
Studios, Sister-to-Sister Retreat, a Celebration of Sisterhood.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LET’S FINISH STRONG!

The Fertile Ground program is not possible without the 
generous financial support of our donors. Every tax-

deductible financial gift makes a significant impact in 

advancing Fertile Ground’s mission to nurture the lives 
of young women while serving the communities in 

which we live.  Please sow a seed today at 
www.fgmentoring.org donate.

As our program grows, so does our need for committed 
professionals to help support our mission. Join us by 

serving in one of the following life-fulfilling roles: 
program volunteer, mentor or board member!

Visit www.fgmentoring.org or email us at 
fgmentoring@gmail.com to learn more and submit an 

application! 

Stay connected by following 
Fertile Ground’s social sites!

@FGMentoring

January 21st: MLK Jr. Parade

January 26th: Acting Improv and Dance Workshop

February 23rd: College Tour

March 2nd: Jazz Brunch Fundraiser

March 23rd: The Art of Observation @ The High Museum

April 13th: College Tour 2.0

April 27th: Zumbathon Fundraiser

May 4th: Annual Banquet Celebration

http://www.fgmentoring.org/

